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Lake Greenwood 



 
Lake Greenwood is located approximately halfway down the Saluda 
River, and is feed primarily by the Saluda and Reedy Rivers. Other 
tributaries include Turkey Creek, Mulberry Branch, Rabon Creek, 
and Cane Creek. 
 
 
In 1930s Greenwood County purchased land in 3 counties, 
Greenwood, Laurens, and Newberry, for the purpose of creating the 
Hydroelectric project. Buzzards Roost Hydro was built in 1941. 
Greenwood County owns all lands under Lake Greenwood and up to 
the 440’, in general. 
 
 
Lake Greenwood is a FERC licensed project, a SC State Navigable 
Waterway, and the land under the water is owned by Greenwood 
County. In such, the County has to follow FERC requirements, our 
State General Permit, and our County regulations.  
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Lake Greenwood  
Lake Greenwood 
- 11,400 acres 
- 212 miles of shoreline 
- Borders 3 counties  
- Buzzards Roost Hydro 
 

Saluda Reedy Rabon 



Brief Timeline of Lake Greenwood 

1930s       1940                       1966                               1995       1999                 2006 

Greenwood 
County purchases 

land to create 
Lake Greenwood 

Completion of 
Buzzards Roost 
Hydro and the 

court case 

Powerhouse 
leased to 

Duke Power  

FERC license 
and SC DHEC 
permit were 

renewed 

Historic Lake 
Greenwood 
Algal Bloom 

Santee Cooper 
lease and Lake 

Mgmt Dept. 
was created 

Greenwood County 
 Lake Management 



Lake Management Department  

• With requirements of FERC and under State GP, Lake 
Management Department was created in 2006. (Staff 
of 5.) 
 

• Handle everything from encroachment permits, 
inspections of encroachments, lake log removal, 
mosquito spraying, aquatic weed management, cultural 
resources management plan, public boat ramp and 
access maintenance, island camping, maintenance of 
earthen dam, and homeowner education. 
 

• Education is essential to influence and direct 
behaviors in order to protect our natural 
resources! 
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1). Importance of proper fertilizer application.  
 - Studies show that one pound of phosphorus can 
result in 500 pounds of algae growth. 
 

2). Proper disposal of household hazardous waste. 
 -A Lexington County Report stated that oil from a 
faulty automobile engine on average can produce an 8 acre 
oil slick. 
 

3). Importance of proper septic maintenance.  
 - An EPA model estimates that one malfunctioning 
septic system can  release approx. 12 pounds of phosphorus 
to a watershed in one year’s time. 
 

4). Buffer zone benefits. 
 - Wetlands filter sediments and excessive nutrients.  
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Specific Environment Plan : Aquatic Invasives 

• Aquatic Invasive Plant Management Plan 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Integrated Aquatic Plant 
Management  is 

important!! 

Chemical, Biological and Physical 
treatment options 
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• In 2006, Lake Management took over efforts for mosquito control and 
education of lake front property owners. 

Efforts include: 
 
• Small scale program of larviciding to 

help control nuisance populations of 
lake-breeding mosquitoes. 
 

• Spray boat operation with larvicide 
VectoBac and Altosid briquettes. 
 

• Treat areas usually middle/end of 
April through October, depending 
upon weather. 
 

• Program helps control some of the 
mosquitoes within the project 
boundary. However, container-
breeding populations are a problem. 

Specific Environment Plan: Mosquito Control 
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Specific Environmental Plan: Shoreline Mgmt Program 

• Using ARC GIS software, we created a program for lake management 
program. 
– Including entering permits, encroachments, inspections, GPS coordinates, field 

inspections, records,  and data storage. 

• Using GPS, lake management staff can track locations in field, edit 
information, request permits, update pictures, measure areas, look up 
coordinates, view Cultural Resource sites, Critical Habitat locations, 
FERC requirements, and other lake management tasks. 

 

 
 

 







Lake Greenwood Blueway 

• State and Federal Grant for the establishment of Lake 
Greenwood Blueway, an interpretative environmental water trail. 

•  Purpose is for environmental education and recreation on Saluda 
River and Lake Greenwood. 

• Grant for signage, kiosks, landings, and portage around hydro. 

Greenwood County  
Lake Management 



Greenwood County  
Lake Management 
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600 Monument St, Ste 19 
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